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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) filed on August 19, 2005, November 17, 2005 and 
March 23, 2006 have been acknowledged and considered by the Examiner. Initialed copies of the PTO- 
1449 are included in this correspondence. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Oross et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,757,002 Bl, hereinafter OROSS). 

As to independent Claim 1, OROSS teaches/suggests an electronic apparatus (12) in Figures 1 
and 9 comprising: a housing (e.g. housing of 12; 26/52) having an outer wall; a pointing device 
(16/18/20/22/24/28) having a flat input surface and contained in the housing such that the input surface is 
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placed on an inner surface of the outer wall of the housing; and an operation-area indicating sheet (66) 
removably provided on an outer surface of the outer wall of the housing at a position corresponding to at 
least part of the input surface of the pointing device (OROSS: col. 4, In. 3 - col. 5, In. 17; col. 9, In. 21- 
38). 

As to Claim 3, OROSS teaches/suggests wherein an exposed surface of the operation-area 
indicating sheet (66) is different in color from the outer surface of the outer wall (OROSS: col. 9, In. 21- 
38). 

As to Claim 4, OROSS teaches/suggests wherein an exposed surface of the operation-area 
indicating sheet is decorated with a pattern (OROSS: col. 9, In. 21-38). 

As to Claim 5, OROSS teaches/suggests in Figures 1 and 9 wherein the outer surface of the 
outer wall has a palm rest (e.g. housing of 12; 26/52), and the operation-area indicating sheet is provided 
on the palm rest (OROSS: col. 4, In. 3-8; col. 9, In. 21-38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
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Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner 
to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 2 and 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oross et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,757,002 Bl). 

As to Claim 2, OROSS teaches/suggests in Figures 1 and 9 wherein the outer surface of the 
outer wall has a sheet-containment depressed portion (e.g. depressed portion for receiving removable film 
66) at a position corresponding to at least part of the input surface (20) of the pointing device 
(16/18/20/22/24/28), the sheet-containment depressed portion has a base, and the operation-area 
indicating sheet (66) is removably stuck to the base of the sheet-containment depressed portion (e.g. 
removably stuck to protective sheet 26) (OROSS: col. 4, In. 38 - col. 5, In. 17; col. 9, In. 21-38). 

OROSS does not disclose expressly in Figures 1 and 9 wherein the sheet-containment depressed 
portion has a peripheral surface rising from a perimeter of the base. 

However, OROSS discloses an additional exemplary embodiment in Figure 7 wherein the sheet- 
containment depressed portion has a peripheral surface rising from a perimeter of the base. As can be 
seen, element 58 is an additional layer that is fastened to protective layer 26. The fastening is achieved by 
having a wall portion 52 protruding from the plane of the protective layer 26 so as to form an overhang 
about the corner. This overhang serves to secure the additional layer 58 between the plane of the 
protective layer 26 and the wall portion 52. Thus, the wall portion 52 immediately adjacent to and 
protruding from the protective layer 26 serving as a peripheral surface rising from a perimeter of the base. 
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Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the teachings of OROSS such that the operation-area indicating sheet (e.g. 
element 66; an additional layer fastened to the protective layer 26) was fastened to the protective layer as 
taught/suggested by OROSS in the exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 7. As such, the corner 
portions of the operation-area indicating sheet containing tabs that may be fastened to the protective layer 
by means of a peripheral surface rising from a perimeter of the base to serve as an overhang portion. 

The suggestion/motivation would have been to secure an additional layer to the protective layer, 
in such a manner, so as to permit user interaction with the additional layer without accidentally removing 
the same from the protective layer. As one of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate from the 
illustration in Figure 7, this advantage is achieved as a result the corner portions of the additional layer 
containing tabs that may be fastened to the protective layer by means of a peripheral surface rising from a 
perimeter of the base to serve as an overhang portion. 

As to Claim 6, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the exemplary 
embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claim 2 above, teaches/suggests 
wherein the housing has an overhang edge portion at an opening end of the sheet-containment depressed 
portion, and the overhang portion overhangs to cover at least part of a perimeter portion of the operation- 
area indicating sheet. 

For example, as can be seen in Figure 7, the housing (e.g. housing of 12; 26/52) has an overhang 
edge portion (e.g. the wall portion 52 immediately adjacent to and protruding from the protective layer 
26) at an opening end of the sheet containment depressed portion (e.g. depressed portion for receiving 
removable film 66), and the overhang portion overhangs to cover at least part of a perimeter portion of the 
operation-area indicating sheet (66). 
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As to Claim 7, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the exemplary 
embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claims 2 and 6 above, 
teaches/suggests wherein the outer surface of the outer wall has a finger recess, at a position 
corresponding to the sheet-containment depressed portion, for putting a finger on an edge of the 
operation-area indicating sheet when the operation-area indicating sheet is peeled off. 

For example, as can be seen from Figure 7, the additional layer 58 is secured to the protective 
layer 26 by including a tabbed portion that is to be fixed in between an overhang portion at a corner of the 
outer surface of the outer wall and the protective layer 26. To remove the additional layer 58 from the 
protective layer 26 would be inherently suggestive to one of ordinary skill in the art that the tabbed 
portion of the additional layer 58 must first be disengaged from the corner portion with the overhang. 

Moreover, as can be seen from Figures 1 and 9, the electronic apparatus comprises at least 5 
corners, each of which serve as a finger recess for putting a finger on an edge of the operation-area 
indicating sheet 66. Therefore, when the exemplary embodiments of Figures 1,9 and 7 are combined 
together, to peel off the operation-area indicating sheet 66 would be inherently suggestive to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that the tabbed portions of the sheet 66 must first be disengaged from the corner 
portion with the overhang. This is accomplished by placing a finger on an edge of the sheet within any 
one of the 5 finger recess areas (i.e. placing a finger in close proximity to the tabbed portions of the 
operation-area indicating sheet 66 and applying a push/pull force so as to disengage the tabbed portion 
with the overhang portion). 

As to Claim 8, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the exemplary 
embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claims 2 and 6 above, 
teaches/suggests wherein the housing has a frame that fits into the sheet-containment depressed portion 
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along the peripheral surface of the sheet-containment depressed portion, and the overhang portion is 
provided to the frame. 

For example, as can be seen in Figure 7, the housing has a frame (e.g. the wall portion 52 
immediately adjacent to and protruding from the protective layer 26) that fits into the sheet-containment 
depressed portion along the peripheral surface of the sheet-containment depressed portion, and the 
overhang portion is provided to the frame (e.g. the wall portion 52 immediately adjacent to and protruding 
from the protective layer 26 that serves to fasten the additional layer 58). 

As to Claims 9 and 13, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the 
exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claims 2,6 and 7 above, 
teaches/suggests wherein the base of the sheet-containment depressed portion has four corner portions, 
and four overhang edge portions identical to the overhang edge portion are provided at positions 
corresponding to the four corner portions, respectively. 

For example, as can be seen from Figure 7, the additional layer 58 is secured to the protective 
layer 26 by including a tabbed portion that is to be fixed in between an overhang portion at a corner of the 
outer surface of the outer wall and the protective layer 26. The overhang edge portion is provided at a 
position corresponding to the corner portion of the protective layer 26. 

Moreover, as can be seen from Figures 1 and 9, the electronic apparatus comprises at least 5 
corners at the base of the sheet-containment depressed portion. Applying the teachings of Figure 7 into 
the exemplary embodiment of Figures 1 and 9 results in at least four corner portions (e.g. five in this 
example) at the base of the sheet-containment depressed portion, wherein the four overhang edge portions 
identical to the overhang edge portion are provided at positions corresponding to the four corner portions, 
respectively. 
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As to Claim 10, OROSS teaches/suggests in Figure 9 wherein the operation-area indicating sheet 
66 is flexible (OROSS: col. 9, In. 21-38). 

As to Claim 11, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the exemplary 
embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claims 2,6 and 7 above, 
teaches/suggests wherein the base of the sheet-containment depression portion has a side, and a finger 
recess is provided at a position corresponding to the side. 

For example, as can be seen from Figures 1 and 9, the base of the sheet-containment depression 
portion (e.g. depressed portion for receiving removable film 66) has a side, and a finger recess 36 is 
provided at a position corresponding to the side. 

As to Claims 12 and 14, the teachings of OROSS in Figures 1 and 9, as modified by the 
exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 and as discussed with respect to Claims 2,6 and 7 above, 
teaches/suggests wherein the finger recess has a base situated at a lower level than an exposed surface of 
the operation-area indicating sheet (as evidenced by the fact that the operation-area indicating sheet 66 
overlaps the base of the finger recess). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Donohue et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,262,717 Bl) discloses the structure of a touchpad assembly 
housing. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexander S. Beck whose telephone number is (571) 272-7765. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F, 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



asb 
2/7/07 




